Did you know?
What are the markings on parkway trees?

What is the scope of the work done by the Forestry Division?
The City of Elmhurst’s Forestry Division conducts annual maintenance of all trees in parkways and on
City owned properties. This includes tree trimming, tree removal, and tree maintenance, Dutch Elm
Disease control, tree planting, landscaping, parkway restoration, grounds maintenance, mowing,
waste wood recycling, stump removal, creek log jam clearance, etc. There are approximately 22,000
trees in Elmhurst and over 140 tree species. When it comes to the health of trees, dangers can
include incorrect mulching and dealing with Emerald Ash Borer and Dutch Elm Disease. Forestry
can be a dangerous job and safety is a primary concern when it comes to staff. Residents are urged
to call professionals rather than try to trim trees themselves. It is a job that requires experience.
What do white “X” marking on trees mean?
If you see a white “X” spray painted on a parkway tree, it means that this tree
will be removed and evaluated for replacement by the City’s Forestry Division.
The City has an annual tree planting program where 90% of all plantings are
replacements of trees and 10% are new trees. Approximately 600 new trees
are planted annually.
What do green dot “•” marking on trees mean?
If you see a green dot “•” spray painted onto a tree, this means that the tree is
scheduled for trimming maintenance by the City of Elmhurst Forestry Division.
The City trims 3,500 - 4,000 trees annually. The spray paint on the tree is not
harmful to the tree.
Can I request my parkway tree be trimmed, evaluated,
or a new tree planted?
Yes. Please use the Elmhurst Connect reporting system available on elmhurst.org or through your
mobile app to communicate your request to the Forestry Division. Please keep in mind that tree
planting is done once a year, so a request may be noted for a future planting date.

